Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture: Collection Development Project 


Bérénice Sylverain, Cristina Banuelos, 
Janet Romero, Joanna Coelho 


University of Southern California 
LIMS502: Collection Development and Management 
August 16, 2022 


ABOUT THE SCHOMBURG 
Overview 
The Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture, as part of The New York Public Library, 
is an institution dedicated to the research, preservation, and exhibition of materials focused on 
African American, African Diaspora, and African experiences. 


Mission Statement 

Though the Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture does not have an independent 
mission statement as a result of being a research unit of the New York Public Library, they are 
committed to espousing and broadening the mission and goals of the NYPL. If the Schomburg 
developed their own mission statement independent of NYPL’s statement, it may include the 
following: 


1. Continuing to function as a relatively autonomous entity within The New York Public 
Library. 

2. Continuing to build its extraordinary collections, especially its special collections materials. 
3. Continuing to build its reputation as a leading repository of the legacy of Black people. 

4. Continuing to build and expand its brand recognition nationally and internationally. 


Collection Development Policy 

The Schomburg's collection documents the history and experiences of people of African descent 
on a global scale. It is singular among the New York Public Library’s myriad collections and 
divisions in that it actively collects art as part of its mission. This is in addition to the rare books, 
manuscripts, microforms, photographs, audio files, and artifacts that the Schomburg acquires that 
speak to the African American, African Diaspora, and African experiences and worldviews. 


The Schomburg does not have an online collection development policy. In lieu of an existing 
policy, we will attempt to suggest language that could be included when such documents are 
developed. The following suggestions can prove helpful in the creation of a collection 
development policy that will best serve the Schomburg center’s mission: 


The Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture is committed to supporting the 
mission of the New York Public Library, which is to inspire lifelong learning, advance 
knowledge, and strengthen our communities. With the support of their helpful staff, 
robust collections, and their accommodating physical and digital spaces, the NYPL can 
help researchers and learners in their quest for information, resources, and community 
participation and global fellowship. 


The purpose of the Collection Development Policy is to outline the philosophies, 
principles, and practices that define and shape the Schomburg Center’s singular 


collections, and to provide guidance for the acquisition and maintenance of the materials 
devoted to Black history and culture. 


Scope Statement 

The Schomburg Center’s scope statement is complete. The history of each of the six different 
administrations, with their objectives and goals of each administration, are clearly written. The 
records document the activities of the six people who managed the library since its establishment 
by Head Librarian Ernestine Rose. The records are divided into the following series: General 
Correspondence, Reference Correspondence, Memoranda, Subject Files, and Visitor Records. 


Most of the materials consist of thematic files containing a considerable amount of 
correspondence. General Correspondence includes proposals, donations, invitations, and letters 
of appreciation, while Reference Correspondence consists primarily of letters requesting 
information about Black history and the resources of the Schomburg Center. The Memoranda 
consists mainly of administrative records, while the Subject Files include noteworthy documents 
from the W. E. B. Du Bois Presentation and Martin Luther King, Jr. Center, among others. The 
Visitor Records is a daily statistical record of all visitors to the Schomburg Center between 
1952-1979. It includes the name, address, date and particular affiliation, such as the school or 
business firm, of each visitor that came through the Schomburg’s doors during that time period. 


The Schomburg Center’s records are arranged in four series: 


e 1921-1948 

e 1949-1959 

e 1960-1969 

e 1970-1979 
Needs Assessment (CB) 


Upon further investigation, there does not appear to be a current Needs Assessment document or 
page available specifically for the Schomburg Center. While the history and plans for the library 
are clearly laid out, there is no section on the library website dedicated to conducting research to 
find out more about the community that the Schomburg Center is serving. As such, we would 
recommend the following to be considered for the Needs Assessment of the library: 


We at the Schomburg Center are proud of our goals and visions that we have for the 
library and its community. Although our center focuses on Research in Black Culture, we 
must never take for granted the opportunities and insights that a library can acquire by 
conducting a Needs Assessment of its patron community. We believe that Needs 
Assessments allow us to analyze changes in communities and in turn provide our patrons 
with the programs and services that they are expecting. With this in mind, the library will 
conduct one of the following Needs Assessment methods at least once a year in order to 


develop a continuous check-in with our community. The methods are listed in no 
particular order and will each provide diverse insights to the library. 


1. Library users will be asked to answer questionnaires that will inform our library 
about the number of times that the user has visited, as well as the services that they 
like or don’t like in our Center. 

2. Focus groups composed of users will be conducted. Users will be asked questions 
about their experiences at the library. 

3. Public forums will invite patrons to discuss any topics or issues that they are 
experiencing, including ways that the library could alleviate these issues. 


Information professionals are able to use other Needs Assessment methods if they so desire and 
get approval from the Library Director. In the end, the findings of the Needs Assessment will be 
presented, and a new action plan will take place. Needs Assessment is a crucial step towards 
making data-driven decisions in our libraries. 


CURRENT COLLECTION EVALUATION 


Below we’ve highlighted a small portion of the Schomburg’s current offerings to evaluate 
how they compare with our proposed materials, and analyze how they relate to the overall 
strategic mission of the New York Public Library. 


Papers: Branner, D. (1983-2010). Djola Branner papers. 


Memoir: Lee, H. F. S. (1780-1865). Memoir of Pierre Toussaint, born a slave in St. 
Domingo. 


Film: Cortazar, O. & Müller, A. (2008). Afro-Cuba, yesterday & today. ArtMattan 
Productions. 


Ephemera: Schomburg Center Scrapbooks. (1933-1965). Haiti: description and travel. 
The New York Public Library. 


This assortment of primary source materials held by the Schomburg Center are of particular 
significance to the study of the Black experience, and unique to the Schomburg’s collections due 
to its concentration on Afro-Latinx subject matter and creators. The memoir, for example, is an 
important historical Haitian text that derives from the original materials purchased from Arthur 
A. Schomburg himself, making it a rare feature of historical prominence in the collection. 


The above offerings not only reflect the vibrant Afro-Latinx community where the Schomburg is 
physically located in Harlem, but they also echo the wider goals of the New York Public Library 
through the advancement of knowledge via free and open access to important documents and 


materials. The items also help in strengthening communities and patrons in understanding their 
own histories, neighborhoods, and/or learning about cultures different than their own, all of 
which drives and brings people together through diversity, empathy, and a shared humanity. 


PROPOSED ADDITION TO COLLECTION 


In this section, we are proposing the addition of 13 new items pertaining to the African 
diaspora experience in Central America, South America, and the Caribbean. We believe these 
items are unique and will augment the Schomburg’s current collection in its cultural and 
historical importance. 


Books 


Becker, M. (2022). Contemporary Latin American revolutions. Rowman & Littlefield. 


This clear text extends our understanding of revolutions with critical narrative analysis of key 
case studies. Becker analyzes revolutions through the lens of participants and explores the 
sociopolitical conditions that led to a revolutionary situation, the differing responses to those 
conditions, and the outcomes of the political changes. This is a strong and vital addition to the 
Latin American history collection. It will provide more context to how revolutions have shaped 
the economy and social strata of Latin America and its effect on the Black population. 


Brown, A. (2021). We are owed. Grieveland. 


This item is a nonfiction poetry book that shares the experience of someone who occupies the 
intersectional identities of Queer, Black, and Mexican. The narratives in this book align with the 
mission of the Schomburg Center because it traces the history of anti-Black discourse and calls 
for a restructuring of language and identity. The poetry book will benefit the patrons of the 
Schomburg center because it is an intimate primary source of knowledge that questions the 
origins of Mexican identity. Seeing as the Schomburg Center is dedicated to preserving 
experiences of the African Diaspora, this collection of vulnerable poems is worthy of a space in 
the collection. The author places her experiences of Blackness, connects them to the African 
Diaspora, and reminds readers to face anti-Black erasure. Finally, this book shows how language 
is a powerful channel of healing, deconstruction, and a place to call for action. 


S., B. W. B. (2022). Coming of age in the afro-latin american novel blackness, religion, 
immigration. University of Rochester Press. 


This scholarly text is a study of recent coming-of-age novels from Brazil and the 
Spanish-speaking Caribbean. It investigates the divide in Afro-Latin American research that 
usually favors either Hispanic-America or Brazil. It also explores the evolution of the 
bildungsroman in Afro-Latin literature and its evolution and impact on Latin America. 


Wright, T. C. (2022). Latin America since independence: Two centuries of continuity and 
change. Rowman & Littlefield. 


This book offers an innovative, thematic approach to the history of Latin America since 
independence. It traces continuity and change in colonial legacies, showing how crucial they 
have been in shaping contemporary political systems, economies, societies, and religious 
institutions in a richly diverse region. 


Commercial Database 
SciELO. (2022) Scientific Electronic Library Online. [database]. https://scielo.org/en/ 


SciELO (Scientific Electronic Library Online) is a Säo Paulo Research Foundation program for 
the cooperative publication of open access journals on the Internet. It has the support of the 
National Council for Scientific and Technological Development and is an alliance with the Latin 
American and Caribbean Center for Information on Health Sciences. SciELO helps researchers 
make connections to the broader research landscape, uncovering new insights from research in 
regional journals in Latin America, Spain, Portugal, the Caribbean, and South Africa. In this 
Database we can find different information about Black-Latin American people. 


Films 


Alford, N. (Director). (2020). Latinx revolution: Puerto Rico. 


This item is a film that interviews 20 Afro-Latinx people living in Puerto Rico. Their testimonies 
highlight their experiences as Black Puerto Ricans and also discuss police abuse, racism, and 
corruption in the country. The film connects to the mission of the Schomburg Center because the 
Afro-Latinx people that are being interviewed are speaking for and representing themselves. 

The film should be considered for the collection because it shares how the African Diaspora 
influenced Puerto Rican culture, and emphasizes that the impact of the slave trade is still ongoing 
and exists outside of the United States borders. 


Bailey, E. M. (Director). (2017). Life between borders: Black migrants in Mexico. 


This film discusses the experiences of Haitians and Africans who are stuck at the Border, as well 
as in Mexico City. Although the film is set in Mexico, it nonetheless aligns with the goals of the 
Schomburg Center because it documents the lives of Black people who are being affected by 
migration and identity politics. While the movie speaks on modern migration, it also touches on 
the history of Black migration in Mexico and reminds viewers that people from the African 
Diaspora have lived in Mexico for centuries. This resource should be added to the collection 
because it highlights how history continues to shape present experiences. Finally, having an 
abundance of documentaries at the Schomburg Center may encourage patrons who are more 
interested in visual rather than written material to learn about a topic that is very important. 


Dom, P. (Director). (2013). Tango Negro: The African roots of Tango. 


Tango is generally believed to have originated in mid-19th century Argentine slave societies, and 
the person widely recognized as the country’s first tango musician, Rosendo Mendizabal, was 


Afro-Argentine. Yet many Argentines are loath to accept the African origins of their most 
cherished and internationally recognized cultural expression. To set the record straight, an 
Angolan filmmaker by the name of Dom Pedro took to the streets of Buenos Aires and beyond to 
get the lowdown on tango’s African roots. Along the way, he discovered a nation deeply 
ambivalent about its African heritage. It is an important documentary that recognizes how the 
slaves that were brought to Argentina and Uruguay created Tango, a subject that is not known by 
the Argentines and Uruguayans themselves. This film tells us about the mixture of cultures and 
the creation of new artistic concepts. 


Magazines 
Revista Marea https://revistamarea.com/ 


Marea Magazine is of Colombian origin and is the materialization of a political commitment. It 
is a platform for collective action that uses virtuality as a stage for dissemination, questioning 
and dialogue to contribute ideas, analysis and actions towards Black feminist social 
transformation. 


Afrocubanas La Revista. https://afrocubanas.com/ 


Afro-Cuban, The Magazine is the only Cuban publication dedicated to Afro-descendants. Its 
mission is to propose anti-racist, decolonial, feminist, trans-inclusive and abolitionist approaches 
to the problems of Afro-descendant, Black, indigenous, trans, LGBTIQ+ people, based on the 
publication of texts that allow learning and anti-racist, anti-transphobic, inclusive and of racial 
equity. Its objectives are to address dissimilar themes in relation to blackness, activism, Black 
and decolonial feminism, transfeminism, gender violence, corporeality, religiosity and 
parentality from anti-racist, decolonial, feminist, trans-inclusive and abolitionist perspectives. 


Illustration 


Ponce, N. (1791). People and places of St. Domingue. [ink illustration on paper]. John Carter 
Brown Library, Brown University, RI. 


This image from Nicholas Ponce depicts scenes of 18th century Haiti derived from paintings by 
Agostino Brunias and are thought to have appeared on a set of painted buttons on a coat from 
this time period. Elements include dwellings, fountains, town square, scenes of women washing 
clothing and selling food, men and women dancing, and men fighting. This illustration features a 
snapshot of the life of slaves and freed slaves in Haiti in the late 1700’s, during a transformative 
period in the country’s history. Although the Schomburg does possess some of Agostino Brunias’ 
artwork, this particular illustration isn’t currently among its collection items, so would fill a gap 
in that respect. 


Maps 


Phelipeau, R. (1786). Plan de la Ville des Cayes, dans l’Isle St. Domingue. A colony in crisis: 
The Saint-Domingue grain shortage of 1789. The University of Maryland. 


This map depicts a plan of Les Cayes on the island of what was formerly called Saint Domingue, 
but is now present-day Haiti. An important seaport during the period of the Haitian Revolution, 
the population of Les Cayes grew rapidly at this time. This map indicates topographic details 
such as the location of roads, buildings, gardens, houses, and a rose compass in the bottom 
right-hand corner of the map. While the Schomburg does contain similar maps of Haiti, few of 
them actually derive from the 18th century, a significant time period when the region really took 
shape and transformed into what we now know Haiti to be today. 


Phelipeau, R. (1790). Plan de la ville des rades et des environs du Port-au Prince, dans l’isle 
Saint Domingue. The John Carter Brown Library. 


This map depicts a plan of the town of the harbors and the surroundings of Port-au-Prince, a port 
city founded in 1749 on the island of Saint-Domingue (as it was referred to by the island’s 
French inhabitants prior to Haiti’s independence). In 1786, Port-au-Prince grew to become the 
capital of Haiti as a result of the region's rapid economic development from the production of 
sugar and the importation of coffee and indigo. The inclusion of this map depicts an important 
historical time period for the country of Haiti, one marked by economic growth and industry, and 
fills a gap in the Schomburg’s current collection. 


Audio 


De Pradines, E. (1954). [Recorded by E. De Pradines]. Creole Songs of Haiti [CD]. Haiti: 
Folkways Records. (1954). 


This is a compilation of Haitian creole songs from the 1950’s from the eminent Haitian 
songstress and vaudou singer, Emerante de Pradines. This is an important element of the African 
Diaspora experience and would do well to be a part of the Schomburg collection, particularly for 
those who are interested in the music of the Black population of Latin America/Caribbean and its 
evolution. 


ACQUISITION 


Item selections are in accordance with the Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture 
Terms And Conditions Of Purchase. The elements refer to the Afro-Latin American culture that 


resides in the different countries of Latin America and the United States. Some of them present 
us with the perception and lifestyle of their culture in Latin America in a current and renewed 
way, and for that they are relevant elements in the collection as a knowledge of general culture. 


Cost 


Books 


Contemporary Latin 
American revolutions 


We are owed 


Latin America since $147.00 (Hardcover) 
independence: Two centuries $66.00 (Paperback) 
of continuity and change 


Films 


Latinx revolution: Puerto $5.99 (HD) 
Rico 


Life between borders: Black Open Access Bombozila (online source) 
migrants in Mexico Alborada: Latin America 
Uncovered (online source) 


Tango Negro: The African $ 35.00 | Directly through the producer 
roots of TR 


tustration 


People and places of St. a 000 ae Art Dealer 
=a 


Magazines 


Afrocubanas La Revista Directly through the publisher 
mas o o e o 


Plan de la Ville des Cayes, $500 Antique Art Dealer 
dans l’Isle St. Domingue 


Plan de la ville des rades et Antique Art Dealer 
des environs du Port-au 


Prince, dans l’isle Saint 
Domingue 


* Total is considering paperback books. 


MARKETING 
Method 


We will devise a marketing plan for our proposed collection that will align with the 
overall mission of the New York Public Library, which is to advance knowledge through free and 
open access to information, foster community engagement, and inspire lifelong learning. We will 
begin by recognizing and evaluating our audience, which consists of educators, researchers, 
students, historians, library donors, trustees, and staff, and anyone interested in learning more 
about Black history and culture. We will then ascertain the needs of our target audience. This can 
be achieved through surveys conducted via our email lists and the NYPL’s social media 
accounts. Based on our findings, we can hone in on the types of services and programs suggested 
by our survey respondents. Potential programs or services can include classes or seminars about 
specific materials or time periods represented by the Schomburg’s collections, extended 
programming based on these materials, and/or greater access to digitally preserved resources. 


We will then set up a 12-month plan with measurable goals and benchmarks. Our 
outreach efforts will employ a mix of traditional public relations, social media, and advertising to 
communicate to our audience important information about the Schomburg’s programs and 
services. Our tactics will include launching press releases, email newsletters, blog posts, 
interviews on social media channels (i.e. Twitter, Instagram, and TikTok), video creation, and 
digital signage throughout the branches and divisions of the NYPL. Our marketing 
communications will define specific messages and phrases that highlight the historical 
importance of the collection, and that will reach our target audiences and be repeated in all of our 
advertising materials and channels. 


SUPPLEMENTAL PROGRAM 


Program Name: Schomburg Center Afro-Latinx Film Festival 
Dates: September 5th, 2022 - September 9th, 2022 


Description: Using films from our new proposed collection, the Schomburg Center will host a 
week-long film festival from September 5-9, 2022. Patrons will be invited to watch a screening 
of a new film each week day, Monday through Friday. The films on offer will include: 
Afro-LatinX Revolution: Puerto Rico, Life Between Borders: Black Migrants in Mexico, Tango 
Negro: The African Roots of Tango, Bakoso Afrobeats de Cuba, and Manos Sucias. Each film 
will touch on the theme of the multifaceted perspectives of the Black experience and reframe it 
through a global lens, taking the viewer from Argentina to Cuba to Columbia and beyond. An 
information professional from the Schomburg Center will facilitate community discussion 
following each film screening, and folks will have the opportunity to explore the film’s deeper 
themes and share any thoughts, feelings, or concerns that the film may have brought up. 
Decorations will adorn the space in the form of movie posters and artwork showcasing other 
AfroLatinx films available at the Schomburg Center. 


Our unique film festival program provides an opportunity to showcase new materials that will 
become a part of the Schomburg’s wider collections and will be celebrated as a dynamic movie 
premiere experience for the general public. This event aligns with the goals of the Schomburg 
Center because it invites members of the community to share space and learn about different 
stories related to the Afro-Latinx community. The program ultimately aims to facilitate 
community discussion and introduce the Schomburg Center's new special collection to a wider 
global audience. 


Marketing Material for Program 


AFROLATINX FILM FESTIVAL 


MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 
9/5/22 9/6/22 9/7/22 9/8/22 9/9/22 


g BETWEEN BORDERS 
f 


Life Between Borders: 
Fr 5 


The Schomburg Gerter 
for Researck ir Black 
Culture Presents: 


AFRO- 
LATINX 


Negro: The African 
iewing 
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CONCLUSION 


The Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture, a research unit of the New York Public 
Library, is the globally identified, though not exclusive, standard bearer among the major 
research libraries collecting primarily African American and African diasporan materials. In 
assembling this proposal to include various items within the collection focused on the Black 
population of Latin America, we seek to increase a wider and broader understanding of the 
peoples of the African Diaspora. It is our belief that the Schomburg is the vanguard and ideal 
model for Black scholarship within academia. The collections and programming engages both 
the local and international community. With this proposal, the voices of Afro-Latinos are heard 
in the larger discussion of what it means to be Black and Diasporic. 
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APPENDICES 


Phelipeau, R. (1790). Plan de la ville des rades et des environs du Port-au Prince, dans I’isle 
Saint Domingue. The John Carter Brown Library. 


https://icb.lunaimagin lun: let/detail/JCBMAPS~1~1~4329~102 :Plan-de-l 
-ville-des-rades-et-des-e 


RADES ET DES ENVIRONS DU 


DANS LISLE SAINT DOMINGUE. D 


| 


Original in the John Carter Brown Library at Brown University 
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Phelipeau, R. (1786). Plan de la Ville des Cayes, dans l'Isle St. Domingue. A colony in crisis: 
The Saint-Domingue grain shortage of 1789. The University of Maryland. 


https://colonyincrisis.lib.umd.edu/2016/05/05/les-cayes/#_ftnrefl 
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Ponce, N. (1791). People and places of St. Domingue. [ink illustration on paper]. John Carter 
Brown Library, Brown University, RI. 
https://jcb.lunaimaging.com/luna/servlet/detail/JCB-1-1-1582-2220003:-People-and- 


places-of-St--Domingue-?qvq=w4s:/where 2F Caribbean #%2Blslands 2Fwhen%2F17 
51-1800%2F &mi=38 &trs=325 
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